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—Antiquam exquirite Matrem, 


dealof pains to prove that the Clauſe of the 

Churches Power was not contained in the im- 
printed Book of Articles that was eſtabliſhed by Law; 
which in my Opinion was not abſolutely neceſſary to 
his purpoſe : For upon a ſtrict ſurvey of the words of 
the Act of Parliament, and calling to mind ſome 
| Paſſages I had met with + Wa I find that none of 


HE Author of a late pamphlet, intitul'd, 
Prieficraft in Perfection, has taken a great 


the 


Prieſtcraft in Perfecion. 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
*q 
1 
ii 
| 
; 
j 


(2) 
the Articles contained in that imprinted Book were con- 
firmed by Law, except thoſe Articles which only con- 
cern the Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Doctrine of the Sacraments; and that the Articles con- 
tained in the ſaid imprinted Book which relate to Diſ- 
cipline, and to ſuch Doctrines as concern not the Eſ- 
ſence of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine of the 
Sacraments, were not paſſed by the Parliament. And 
therefore that Author might have inferred, that the 
| Clauſe of the Churches Power could not be confirmed 
| by Law, tho it was contained in the imprinted Book ra- 
tify'd by Parliament, becauſe that Clauſe relates only 
to Diſcipline. I wonder that a Gentleman. ſo willing 
to deſtroy the Credit of Church- Authority, ſhould over- 
look this Confideration, when it tended not only to 
{ſerve his purpoſe of proving, That the Clauſe of the 
Churches Power was not eſtabliſned by Law, but to take 
off from the legal Authority of ſo many other Arti- 
cles of the Church, which are now univerſally 
thought to be eſtabliſhed by Law. But few Mens 
Acuteneſs is equal to their Zeal; and therefore our 
Author has, throughout his Book ſuppos'd, That all 
the Articles, contained in the imprinted Book, refer d to 
by The” 4 of Parliament, are eſtabliſh'd by Law. But 
to carry on the matter further than he has done, I ſhall 
produce the very words of the Law, and then confirm 
the ſenſe I ſhall_give of it by ſome undeniable Autho- 
rities. The Articles confirmed by Law are, All the 
1 Wiz. ©. 12, Articles of Religion, which ONLY concern 
3 we tn the Confeſſion of the true Chriſt ian Faith, and 
the Doctrine of the Sacraments compriſed in a Book. im- 
Printed, intitul d, Articles whereapon it was agreed 
* by the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and the whole 
* Clergy, in the Convocation holden at London in 
the year of our Lord God 1562, &c. Which 
words plainly confirm only thoſe Articles compriſed 
in the imprinted Book, which can be reduced to theſe 
tro Heads, v. Articles that concern only the coves 
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(3) 
of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine of the Sacra- 
ments; and exclude all other Articles which fall not 
under thoſe two Heads. 

This ſeems to me to be the obvious ſenſe of the 
words of the Law: and if the Reader will but conſi- 
der, when he reflects on the words, That in Q. Eli- 
zabeth's time matters of Diſcipline and Ceremony 
were eſteemed of high conſequence, and diſputed 
of with great vehemente among the Proteſtants of 
England; and I may add, with a Zeal equal to that 
which we ſee at this day in relation to Paſſive-Obes 
dience; it is impoſſible to imagine that the Patliament 
would not have mentioned Articles of Diſeipline, 
(which ran ſo much in theit heads) as well as Arti- 
cles that concerned only the Confeſſion of the true Chriſ- 
tian Faith, and the Doctrine of te Sacraments ; unleſs 
they had excluded all the Articles that related to Diſ- 
cipline. And the ſame may be ſaid in regard to 
other Docttines contained in the Thirty nine Articles, 
which fell not under the two heads mentioned in the 
Act of Parliament. 3 1 „ | 

I do not expect that the Senſe I have given of the 
Law (how juſt ſoever it is) ſhould of it {elf convince 
Men who are already ſtrongly ingaged in the common 
Opinion. But when they came to conſider what [ 
have farther to ſay, and join what 1 have already 
ſaid with it, I am not without hopes of convincing 
all unprejudiced Men, that I have given the true ſenſe 
of the Law. : 

1. In the firſt place I ſhall produce the Authority 
of that great Lawyer Mr. Selden, 


He tells us, There is a Secret con- 
Table- Talk, An- 


* cerning the Articles: Of late Mi- 
© niſters have ſubſcribed to all of 4 the bead Ar. 
© them, but by Act of Parliament 
that confirmed them, they ought only to ſubſcribe 
© to thoſe Articles which contain matter of Faith, 


* and the Doctrine of the Sacraments, as appears by 
y 4A the 


(4) 
the firſt Subſcriptions, But Biſhop Zancrofe (in the 
© Convocation held in King Fames's Days) he began 
it, that Miniſters ſhould ſubſcribe to three things, 
£ tothe King's Supremacy, to the Common-Prayer, 
and to the Thirty Nine Articles; many of them 

© do not contain matter of Faith. Is it matter of 
© Faith how the Church ſhould be governed ? Whe- 
© ther Infants ſhould be baptized ? Whether we have 
© any Property in our Goods, &c. 

Theſe words not only declare Mt. Selden's Opinion 
of the meaning of the Law, but make him teſtify a 
matter of Fact that confirms his Opinion, and puts 
the Truth of his Opinion beyond all doubt : For if the 
firſt Subſcriptions were only to ſuch parts of the Thirty 
nine Articles as contain only matter of Faith, and the 
Doctrine of the Sacraments, it muſt be becauſe the Law 
was at firſt underſtood to relate only to ſuch of the 
Thirty nine Articles as come under one of thoſe Heads. 
Whether the Fact be true or no that Mr. Seiden re- 
lates, may I ſuppoſe at this day be put out of all 
. queſtion ; for I doubt not but there are Places where 
the firſt Subſcriptions of the Clergy to the Articles are 
kept. Iam not skilful enough in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters to ſay where; but wherever they are, I do, upon 
the Opinion I have of Mr. Selden's great Integrity, 
appeal to thoſe Subſcriptions for the Truth of what 
Mr. Selden affirms. | 
2. But beſides the Authority of Mr, Selden as a 
Lawyer, anda Witneſs of a matter of Fact, whereby 
It appears that the Parliament did confirm only ſome 
of the thirty nine Articles, I will preſent the Rea- 
der with a Paſſage that I find among the Journals of 
Parliament, publifh'd by Sir Simon D' Ewes, in a 
Speech of Peter Wentworth Eſq; one of the Burgeſſes 
for the Borough of Tregouy in Coruwal, made in the 
Parliament of 1575. wherein, among abundance of 
other things worthy of Remark, *cis affirm'd by him, 
f. 229. © That he had heard of old parliament-Men, 


© that 


(+93 
© that the Baniſhment of the Pope and Popery, and 
the reſtoring of true Religion, had their beginning 
from this Houſe, and not from the Biſhops : and 
© he had heard that few Laws for Religion had their 
© foundation from them.— I was, ſays be, amongſt o- 
"© thers the laſt Parliament ſent to the Bp of Canterbu- 
© ry, for the Articles of Religion that then paſs'd this 
© Houſe. He ask'd us, why we did put out of the 
© Book, the Articles for the Homilies, Conſecrating of 
* Biſhops, and ſuch-like? Surely Sir, ſaid I, becauſe 
* we were ſo occupy'd in other matters, that we had 
© no time to examine them, how they agreed with 
© the Word of God. What, ſaid he, ſurely you 
© miſtook the matter; you will refer your ſelves 
© wholly to us therein? No, by the Faith I bear 
© to God, ſaid I, we will paſs nothing before we 
© underſtand what it is; for that were but to make 
© you Popes : Make you Popes who liſt, ſaid I, for 
* we will make you none. And ſure, Mr. Speaker, 
© the Speech ſeem'd to me to be a Pope-like Speech; 
© and I fear leſt our Biſhops do attribute this of the 
* Pope's Canons to themſelves ( Papa non poteſt errare : ) 
for ſurely if they did not, they would reform 
© things amiſs, and not ſpurn againſt God's People for 
© writing as they do. | 

1. Theſe words of Mr, Wentworth are a plain 
Evidence of the Matter of Fact, That the Parliament 
put out, or did not confirm, ſeveral of the 39 Articles. For 
this Speech was delivered in Parliament in 1575, 
about five years after the Parliament eſtabliſh'd the 
Articles: and therefore it is not to be imagined that 
Mr. Wentworth ſhould have affirmed, that any Articles 
were put out by the Houſe, unleſs they really were pnr 
out; when there muſt of courſe have been ſo many 
Members of Parliament preſent, who were Members 
in 1571. (when the Articles were eſtabliſh'd) able to 
contradict him, had not what he ſaid been true. 
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Beſides, Mr. Wentworth was ſtop'd in the progreſs 
of this Speech for his great Boldneſs, and afterwards 
examined before a Committee of the Houſe (to whom 
he gave it in writing) on the account of ſome Ex- 
ceptions taken to ſome Paſſages which he had deli - 
vered; but no notice was taken of this particular, as 
appears from his Examination, printed immediately 
after his Speech, in the Journal of Sir Simon D' Eives - 
and conſequently it is reaſonable to imagine, that 
the Committee was conſcious that what he delivered in 
that particular was true. "I 
2. The Words of Mr. Wentworth are not only an 
Evidence of the Matter of Fact, that the Houſe of 
Commons put out, or did not confirm, ſeveral Articles 
contained in the Imprinted Book of Articles; but do ſo 


fall in with the Expreſſions of the 4@ of Parliament, as 


to leave no reaſonable doubt but that the Parliament 
_ not ſeveral Articles contain'd in the Imprinted 
Book, | | | 

For the Articles put out, according to Mr. Went- 
worth, were the Article for the Homilies, the Article for 
Conſecrating Biſhops, and ſuch-like , which is as much 
as to ſay, Articles relating to ſuch Docttines as were 
not Fundamentals or - of the Eſſence of Chriſtian 
Faith, and Articles relating to Diſcipline. To which 
Heads, if you add thoſe two mentioned in the Act of 
Parliament, viz, Articles that only concern the Confeſ- 
ſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine of the 
Sacraments ;, you have all the Heads under which mat- 
ters of Divinity are uſually rank'd. So that the Words 
of the Act of Parliament, and of Mr. Wentworth, are 
like Tallies to one another, Wherefore I think I may 
conclude, That ſeveral of the Thirty Nine Articles were 
not conſirm'd by the Parliament. For ſince the words of 
the Law have fo plain a relation to the Diſt inction of 
Articles into different kinds, and ſince a Diſtinction 
of Articles into different kinds is confirm'd by Mat- 
ter of Fact, and liace that Diſtinction is a common 

Diſtinction 


9 
Diſtinction in Divinity; I think the words of the 
Ad of Parliament ought to be underſtood conforma- 
bly to it. For why ſhould any one ſuppoſe the Par- 
liament expreſſed themſelves unaccurately, and that 
they meant all the Articles compriſed in the Imprinted 
Book, when they ſpeak of thoſe ouly which concern the 
Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine of 
tbe Sacrameuts, compriſed in that Iniprinted Book : while 
taking the words in the obvious ſenſe, and in the 
| ſenſe agreeable to matter of fact and the nature of 
things, makes em uſe the moſt accurate Expreſlion 
in the world ? 

How many of our Thirty Nine Articles are ſtruck 
out from being eſtabliſhed by Law by the foregoing 
Comment on the Law, cannot be known with that 
certainty as if we had the Imprinted Book of Articles 
recorded, as our other Laws are. Then perhaps we 
ſhould have ſeen what Articles were confirm'd, and 
what were not confirm'd. But ſince we are deprived 
of that Light about Religious Matters eſtabliſh'd by 
Law, that we have in Civil Matters eſtabliſh*d by Law, 
we have no other way to find the Articles eſtabliſh'd 
by Law, but by running over the whole 39 Articles, 
and conlidering the nature of them. This Ido not 
propoſe at preſent to take upon me; but only beg 
leave to obſerve, That we may be ſure we have no 
Homilies by Law eſtabliſh'd. For the Homilies are no 
otherwiſe ſuppoſed to be eſtabliſh'd by Law, than as 
they are a part of the Thirty Nine Articles; the 
35th whereof affirms them to contain a godly and whoje- 
fome Dodrine, and neceſſary for theſe times. And Mr. 
Wentworth directly ſays, The Article for the Hlomilies 
was put out by the Houſe. Tho had he not mentioned 
that Article, the matter would have otherwiſe been 
very plain, For how can an Article, which affirms, 

hat 33 Sermons or Homilies do contain a goaly and 
whole ſome Doctrine and neceſſary for theſe Times, be one 
ol the Articles of Religion mwhicy only concern the 

| Con- 


(8) 
Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doctrine 
of the Sacraments? The Articles which only concern 
the Confeſlion of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Doc- 
trine of the Sacraments, are no more concerned whe- 
ther there ſhould be any Homilies, or whether theſe 
Sermons or Homilies contain a godly and wholeſome Doc- | 
trine, and neceſſary for theſe Times; than they are con- 
| cerned in the numerous Sermons and Books, cited by 
Sachewerel's Council in behalf of Paſſive Obedience. 
What I have ſaid, is, I hope, ſufficient to carry 
the Point further than the Author of Prieftcraft in 
Perfection has done, who has argu'd on the Suppoſi- 
tion, that all the Thirty Nine Articles are eſtabliſh'd by 
if Law; and to convince any man that is more con- 
// -- cerned for Truth than his own Opinion, not only 
ll that the Clauſe of the Church's Power, in the beginning 
// of the 20th Article, is not confirmed by Law, but 
that there are ſeveral of the Thirty Nine Articles 
not confirmed by Law. b | 
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